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CDC reports an 
all-time low of 1,714
measles cases, more
than a 99% reduction
from the annual
average of 500,000
cases in previous years

Congress
establishes the
Immunization
Grant Program

CDC announces the
first national measles 
eradication campaign

Advisory
Committee on
Immunization
Practices (ACIP),
designed to 
provide CDC with
recommendations
on vaccine use,
holds its first 
meeting at CDC

CDC recommends
discontinuation
of routine 
vaccinations for
smallpox in the 
United States

CDC receives report
of the last case of
endemic smallpox 
in the world—
in Somalia

Last case of polio
caused by wild virus
acquired in the
United States

CDC launches the National
Childhood Immunization Initiative
to attain immunization levels of
90% throughout the United States

HISTORY—A STRONG FOUNDATION BUILT
FROM A HISTORY OF ACHIEVEMENTS
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CDC provides technical 
assistance in support of a
World Health Organization
resolution to eradicate 
polio from the world

The National
Immunization Program
(NIP) is established to
increase momentum
toward higher 
immunization coverage
and the protection
of children younger 
than age two

Bioterrorism
response plans
updated

CDC assists in planning a national
immunization initiative to ensure that
90% or more of all children in the U.S.
are fully vaccinated by two years of age

As a result of NIP’s coordinated 
cost-benefit analysis, Medicare decides
to cover influenza immunization

National immunization
objectives for the year
2010 are established,
including one addressing 
vaccine safety

Measles is no
longer endemic in
the United States
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President Bush
announces smallpox 
vaccination plan to
protect against treat
of potential attack


